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Fact Sheet: ACA 13
Protect and Retain the Majority Vote Act

PROPOSED BILL

The Protect and Retain the Majority Vote
Act, Assembly Constitutional Amendment
(ACA) 13, would retain the majority vote
requirement for passage of state and local
initiatives. ACA 13 will require proposed
initiatives that seek to increase vote
thresholds on future ballot measures to pass
with that same proportional higher vote
threshold.

ACA 13 would also preserve the right of
cities and counties to place advisory
questions on the ballot to ask voters their
opinion on issues.

BACKGROUND

SOLUTION

ACA 13 will retain the will of the majority of
voters to make their voices heard on
constitutional amendments proposed by
initiative and protect voters’ ability to advise
their elected officials via local advisory
questions.

SUPPORT

Under current law, a ballot measure approved
by a simple majority of voters can selectively
change the law so that a future measure
would require a supermajority to pass.

If passed by voters, ACA 13 would retain the
majority vote while also requiring any
statewide initiative measure seeking to
increase the vote threshold on future state or
local ballot measures to also be approved by
that same proportional higher vote threshold.

For example, a measure that would impose a
two-thirds vote threshold on future measures
should also pass with a two-thirds vote.

Cities and counties also often place non-
binding advisory measures on the ballot to
allow voters to weigh in on various issues.
This is a critical tool that allows voters to
advise local government. However, the
ability for local governments to ask voters to
weigh in on advisory questions is now under
threat.
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